History of Chinese in Cairns

Chinese people first came to North Queensland in the
1870s seeking their fortune on the Palmer Goldfields
near Cooktown. When the gold supply diminished
the men moved on with many settling in the new port
of Cairns, Innisfail and the Atherton Tablelands.
These early Chinese migrants played a major role in
agriculture and the economic growth of Cairns.

In 1886, Chinese residents formed 30% of the settler
population in the Cairns census district. In that time,
Grafton Street (formerly Sachs Street) became a
flourishing Chinatown with shops, merchant stores,
family residences, boarding houses and two temples,
one of which was the Lit Sung Goong.

Although the Chinese population began to decline in
the early 1900s due to increasingly restrictive
immigration policies, Chinese businesses continued to
be a vital part of the Cairns region. Many descendants

of the early Chinese settlers remain in the district.

Cairns & District Chinese Assoc Inc
(CADCAI)

CADCALl is a FNQ non-profit community organisation
established
organisation

in 1978. It is a «culturally diverse
offering visitors and locals both
historical and contemporary perspectives of
Australian Chinese culture through a variety range of

activities and events.

Chinese Language Classes
Weekly Mandarin classes are available for children to
learn Chinese language skills.

Lion and Dragon Dancing

The Lion and Dragon team train regularly and
perform at many local and regional events including
the Lunar New Year Celebration and Street Festival.

Chinese Dance

The Molihua Chinese dance group is open to both
boys and girls who learn and perform both
contemporary and traditional Chinese dance.

Heritage Conservation

CADCAI manages the preservation of heritage
objects, keeping records of the migration history of
Chinese people in North Queensland.

Chinese Culture and Heritage Centre
Project

CADCAI remains the custodian of the nationally
significant Lit Sung Goong collection. These artefacts
are an outstanding example of the material culture of
Chinese Australian religious practices in Cairns.

CADCAI is now working on a major project to build a
Chinese Cultural and Heritage Centre in Cairns. The
centre will provide a permanent home and exhibition
space for the irreplaceable Lit Sung Goong

collection, exhibitions and celebration and

performance of Chinese culture. Our volunteers are
now raising funds for this

valuable project.

Make Donation - Save the History

CADCAI membership is open to anyone with an
interest in Chinese culture and heritage. For
further information about the membership or
make a generous tax deductible donations to

the Cultural Centre project, please email:

info@cadcai.org.au or visit www.cadcai.org.au
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