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新年快乐!
(XĪN NIÁN KUÀI LÈ!) 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!



Celebrating Chinese New Year 2022, 
Lion Tales is an exhibition of newly 
restored and artist-treated Chinese 
lions, plus selected items from 
CADCAI’s Cairns Lit Sung Goong 
Temple collection. 
In 2005 a lion team from our sister city 
of Zhanjiang was invited to participate 
in the Cairns Festival Parade. From that 
visit, CADCAI acquired a set of eight 
Chinese lions and one dragon.

Since then, these lions have been used 
in many community celebrations and 
training sessions and have fallen into 
various stages of disrepair.

Lion Tales is a project giving new life to 
six of those lions, repairing and restoring 
them, and engaging three local artists 
who were commissioned to illustrate 
iconic Chinese celebrations on the 
lions to portray Chinese New Year, key 
Chinese festivals, and paying respect to 
the land and traditional owners with 
the story of Chinese integration and 
interaction with First Nation Australians 
in Cairns and the Far North.

LION TALES  
EXHIBITION

At Cairns Court House Gallery
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm

LAUNCH:  
6pm Friday 21 January

Fri 21 January –  
Sat 12 February 2022



Happy New Year!   
新年快乐! 
(xīn nián kuài lè)
Welcome Message from the President of  
Cairns & District Chinese Association Inc
Chinese New Year is traditionally the most important festival for 
Chinese people all over the world. Beginning on the last day of the 
month in the Chinese calendar on Chinese New Year Eve, festivities 
continue until the fifteenth day of the first month, culminating in the 
Lantern Festival. It is a time for family reunions, renewed friendships  
and new beginnings. 

In 2022 Chinese New Year Day celebrates the year of the Water Tiger and falls on 
the 1st February and ends on the 15th February. We are proud to invite you to 
come and celebrate with us at the 2022 Cairns Chinese New Year (CNY) Festival 
from 21st January to 13th February. The 2022 Cairns CNY Festival celebrates 
community connections in the Far North, across Australia and overseas with our 
sister city, Zhanjiang, with a combination of exhibitions, local entertainment and 
pre-recorded performances from interstate Chinese Associations, and a range of 
activities suitable for families and people of all ages.

The 2022 Cairns CNY Festival will open with the Launch of the “Lion Tales” exhibition at the Court House 
Gallery on 21st January. Lion Tales is an exhibition of newly restored and artist-treated Chinese lions from our 
sister city, Zhanjiang, plus selected items from CADCAI’s Cairns Lit Sung Goong Temple collection. We extend a 
warm invitation to come and visit the exhibition, partake in the CNY celebrations at the cultural precinct, CNY 
performances, CNY dinner, Lantern Festival at the Esplanade and Year of the Tiger Yum Cha.

Our mission to celebrate and value North Queensland’s distinctive Chinese history, objects, performance and 
stories through cultural and heritage activities and projects like the Cairns CNY Festival is one of the reasons 
why the community needs a Far North Queensland Chinese Cultural and Heritage Centre. The facility will be a 
hub for community and multicultural activities, performances, conservation work, Chinese language classes 
and celebrations like Chinese New Year and Mid-Autumn festival events. It will be an important cultural heritage 
and tourism attraction and the gateway to the FNQ Chinese heritage trail from Cairns to Cooktown, Maytown, 
Mareeba, Atherton, Croydon and Innisfail.

The roles played by the Chinese community past, present and future in the economic development of Cairns 
are part of the city’s rich history, multicultural community and contributes to the fabric of cultural diversity, 
harmony and inclusiveness. We thank the committee, Festival volunteers, state and local government funding 
bodies and businesses who have supported us in 
delivering a much-needed celebration of family 
reunion, friendship and community spirit during 
the holiday season.  As we usher in the Year of 
the Tiger with red firecrackers and lion dance, we 
would like to wish everyone good health and a very 
happy and prosperous Chinese New Year.

Wishing you happiness and prosperity!  
恭喜发财 Gōng Xǐ Fā Cái!

陈丽珠 

Mrs Lai Chu Chan 
President 
Cairns & District Chinese Association Inc



Message from Cairns Mayor Bob Manning 
It is my great pleasure to join with you to celebrate the Year of the Tiger. 
In Chinese culture, those born under the sign of the Tiger are considered 
ambitious, daring and courageous, enthusiastic and generous, and 
confident. 
They also have a sense of justice and a commitment to help others for the 
greater good. 
These are virtuous qualities, especially after the challenging times the 
world has experienced. 
Each year, the Cairns community embraces the spirit of the Chinese New 
Year with vibrant and colourful celebrations. 
A diverse program of events has been planned to celebrate the Chinese New 
Year, from an exhibition of newly restored Chinese dragons to traditional 
performances; there will be enjoyment to be had for the whole family. 
Our city has a long and valued cultural and commercial relationship with 
China, one forged more than a century ago in the early economic growth of 
our region. 
Chinese New Year celebrations remain an opportunity to share in the rich 
culture, at this very special time and throughout the year ahead. 
May the Year of the Tiger be one of happiness, health and prosperity for all. 

Cr. Bob Manning
Mayor of Cairns

Asian SuperMart Cairns
101 - 105 Grafton Street, Cairns 4870

Tel: 07 4052 1510 
Fax: 07 4031 3289

Asian SuperMart Townsville 
Shop 63A, Castletown Shoppingworld

Cnr Woolcock St & Kings Rd,
Hyde Park, QLD 4812
Tel: 07 4404 6175

asiansupermart.com.au

sales@asainsupermart.com.au

Asian-inspired Street Food

For all your Asian grocery needs



RAT 2020 2008 1996 1984 1972 1960 1948 1936 1924

OX 2021 2009 1997 1985 1973 1961 1949 1937 1925

TIGER 2022 2010 1998 1986 1974 1962 1950 1938 1926

RABBIT 2023 2011 1999 1987 1975 1963 1951 1939 1927

DRAGON 2024 2012 2000 1988 1976 1964 1952 1940 1928

SNAKE 2025 2013 2001 1989 1977 1965 1953 1941 1929

HORSE 2026 2014 2002 1990 1978 1966 1954 1942 1930

SHEEP 2027 2015 2003 1991 1979 1967 1955 1943 1931

MONKEY 2028 2016 2004 1992 1980 1968 1956 1944 1932

ROOSTER 2029 2017 2005 1993 1981 1969 1957 1945 1933

DOG 2030 2018 2006 1994 1982 1970 1958 1946 1934

PIG 2031 2019 2007 1995 1983 1971 1959 1947 1935

The Chinese zodiac, known as Sheng 
Xiao features 12 animal signs in the 
order of Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, 
Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, 
Dog and Pig. These animals form the 
12 earthly branches, which when 
paired with the 10 heavenly stems 
around the 5 elements of earth, metal, 
water, wood and fire, complete a 60 
years cycle, called Jia Zi, which means 
“A Full Lifespan” in ancient times. 
Hence, a person born in the year of a 
water tiger in 1962, for example, will 
only get to celebrate another year 
of the water tiger by completing the 
cycle exactly 60 years later in 2022.

Discover Your Animal Year



Program of Events
 21st Jan   
LION TALES CHINESE NEW YEAR 
EXHIBITION LAUNCH
Location: The Court House Gallery

Time: 6pm

In line with Queensland Health advice, all attendees 
must show proof of vaccination in order to attend  
this event.

 21st Jan-12th Feb 
LION TALES CHINESE NEW  
YEAR EXHIBITION
Location: The Court House Gallery

Celebrating Chinese New Year 2022, Lion Tales 
is an exhibition of newly restored and artist-
treated Chinese lions which were originally 
from Cairns’ sister city Zhanjiang in China,  
plus selected items from CADCAI’s Cairns  
Lit Sung Goong Temple collection.

Cost: FREE

Open: 10.00 am – 4.00 pm Tuesday – Saturday

 29th Jan   
CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER 

Location: Golden Boat Chinese Restaurant

Time: 6.30pm for 7pm start

Cost:  Member Adult $55 
 Member Child $28 (4-12 yrs) 
 Non Member Adult $75    
 Non Member Child $30 (4-12 yrs)

Bookings essential: Please contact  
Janie Edwards on 0413 470 779  
or janiewang888@gmail.com

In line with Queensland Health advice, all attendees 
must show proof of vaccination in order to attend  
this event.

 1st Feb    
CHINESE NEW YEAR DAY  
LIONS BLESSINGS
Location: Participating businesses at Cairns 
Dining Precinct

Time: 6.30pm



 12th Feb    
LANTERN FESTIVAL
Location: Esplanade Lagoon Plaza area

Time:  5.30-7.30pm (Fireworks at 7.30pm)

Cost:  FREE

Marking the end of the Chinese New Year 
festivities, the lantern festival is celebrated 
on the 15th day with the colourful displays of 
lanterns and the eating of “tang yuen”.

Visit the CADCAI merchandise tent and 
purchase hand-held or floating lanterns, grab 
a dumpling then write your new year wishes 
and hopes on the lanterns. The lanterns will be 
released on restricted areas of the Lagoon to 
create a sea of lights.

Enjoy all the sights and sounds with 
performances by the CADCAI Lions and Dragon 
and much much more.  Going out with a bang at 
7:30 with a fireworks spectacular.

 13th Feb   
YEAR OF THE TIGER YUM CHA
Come and enjoy a Year of the Tiger  
Prosperi-Tea Yum Cha Lunch with  
performance by the CADCAI lions 

Location: Golden Boat Chinese Restaurant

Time: 11.30am for 12 pm start

Cost: Member Adult $33 
 Member Child $25 (4-12 yrs) 
 Non-member Adult $43 
 Non-member Child $28 (4-12 yrs)

Bookings essential: Please contact  
Janie Edwards on 0413 470 779  
or janiewang888@gmail.com

In line with Queensland Health advice, all attendees 
must show proof of vaccination in order to attend  
this event.



2022 Year of the Tiger
Ranking third in the Chinese zodiac 
calendar, the tiger is courageous, 
active and symbolises bravery. People 
born in years of the Tiger are fiercely 
independent, ambitious, daring, 
courageous and possess strong self-
esteem and self-confidence. They are 
honest, generous, loyal, quick and 
are often optimistic and enthusiastic, 
and always seem to have endless 
energy, especially at work. They are 
judicious and are natural leaders that 
others gravitate toward. They have a 
strong sense of responsibility and will 
always keep their word and uphold 
their obligations.

However, tigers can be very 
rebellious, stubborn, brash, reluctant 
to coordinate or communicate with 
others and may find themselves 
isolated at work or in the community.

Tiger Element Birth Year Characteristics and Persoanlity Traits

Water Tiger 2022, 1962 Confident, calm, careful, strong self-esteem,  
family-oriented, quick to learn especially craft & arts

Metal Tiger 2010, 1950 Self-possessed, loyal, trustworthy, stalwart, natural leader 
but can be gullible

Earth Tiger 1998, 1938 Diligent, enterprising, adventurous, practical & realistic, but 
can be proud and arrogant

Fire Tiger 1986, 1926 Optimistic, independent, intelligent, witty, tolerant, talented 
and have a strong will

Wood Tiger 1974, 1914 Compassionate, opinionated, open, good diplomacy skills, 
likes to cooperate with others,



Chinese New Year Gala Dinner
Performance by CADCAI lions
Date:  Saturday 29 January

Location:  Golden Boat Chinese Restaurant 
 34-40 Lake St

Time:  6.30pm for 7pm start

Cost:   Member Adult $55  
 Member Child $28 (4-12 yrs) 
 Non-Member Adult $75  
 Non-Member Child $30 (4-12 yrs)

Bookings:  Please contact Janie Edwards  
 on 0413 470 779 or  
 janiewang888@gmail.com 
In line with Queensland Health advice, all attendees  
must show proof of vaccination in order to attend  
this event.

Steamed whole fish
The word for fish, yú 鱼 sounds like the Chinese words 
for “surplus” and “abundance.” Fish is traditionally 
served whole at a Chinese New Year meal with the head 
and tail attached, representing a good beginning and 
ending, and the wish for abundance in the coming year. 

The fish head should be placed toward family elders 
or distinguished guests as a sign of respect. The fish 
shouldn’t be turned over even when the upper side is eaten 
because turning over the fish signifies the upturning of a 
fisherman’s boat, and the flip from good to bad luck. 

Menu
蝦片 Prawn Crackers

春卷  Spring Roll
清蒸東星班 Steam Whole Coral Trout蠔油牛肉 Beef in Oyster Sauce

京都肉排 Peking Pork Loin當紅炸子雞 Crispy Skin Chicken dipped in Special Salt北菇扒菜膽 Chinese Mushroom with Bok Choy老少平安 Steam Tofu Meat Cake荷葉飯 Fried Rice in Lotus Leaves幸福伊麵 Lucky Long Life Noodle
絲苗白米飯 Steam Rice

幸運曲奇 Fortune Cookie
水果拼盆 Fresh Fruit Platter中國茗茶 Hot Brewed Chinese Tea



Yum Cha Menu
Spring Roll 春卷

Steam Dim Sim 燒買
Steam Prawn & Chives Dumpling 韮菜餃

Bean curd Skin Roll 鮮⽵卷
Steam Pork Spare Ribs in Black Bean Sauce 豉汁蒸排骨

Steam BBQ Pork Bun 叉燒包
Vegetables with Oyster Sauce 蠔油時蔬

Soya Sauce Noodle 豉油皇炒麵
Coconut Jelly 椰汁糕

Hot Chinese Tea 中國茗茶

2022 Prosperi-tea 
Tiger by Hayley Gillespie
The 2022 CCNY Prosperi-tea Tiger 
by artist, Hayley Gillespie is one of a 
tiger standing on his hindlegs rising 
upwards towards the Heavens. He is 
pouring a cup of tea which flows in 
both directions between the cup and 
the teapot in a never ending cycle of 
prosperi-tea! 

The teapot is decorated with fans 
to cool the tea during the Australian 
summer but also symbolises the 
status and power of the tiger. The 
tiger’s stripes are auspiciously 
shaped like clouds 云(yún), which 
sounds like luck or fortune. Set 
amongst the clouds, the Prosperi-
tea tiger is striving to achieve great 
heights and fortune in 2022!

Year of the Tiger Yum Cha Lunch
Come and enjoy a Year of the Tiger Prosperi-Tea  
Yum Cha Lunch 
Performance by CADCAI lions
Date:  Sunday 13th February

Location:  Golden Boat Chinese Restaurant 
 34-40 Lake St

Time:  11.30am for 12pm start

Cost:   Member Adult $33  
 Member Child $25 (4-12 yrs) 
 Non-Member Adult $43  
 Non-Member Child $28 (4-12 yrs)

Bookings:  Please contact Janie Edwards on  
 0413 470 779 or janiewang888@gmail.com 

In line with Queensland Health advice, all attendees must  
show proof of vaccination in order to attend this event.

Golden Boat
Chinese Restaurant

A: 34 - 40 Lake Street Cairns QLD 4870 
: www.goldenboat.com.au  

E: info@goldenboat.com.au

Tel: 4031 8833

⾦舫海鮮酒家 
恭祝⼤家 
虎年⾏⼤運!! 
⿓精虎猛!! 
財源廣進!! 
萬事勝意!!

Kung Hei Fat Choi!!
Happy New Year of Tiger!!



Hong Bao (红包)
Hong Baos are red envelopes containing 
money which are given out during Chinese New 
Year, special occasions such as weddings and 
milestone events like birthdays, graduation, etc.  
Hong baos are usually given by adults or married 
couples to unmarried children and young adults.

The significance of hong bao is the red paper as red 
is regarded as the symbol of energy, happiness and 
good luck. Wrapping lucky money in red envelopes is 
expected to bestow happiness and blessings on the receivers. 
The amount given is usually in even numbers as even numbers are 
considered lucky, and of course, any amount with the number 8 in it is also considered 
auspicious. It is considered impolite to open a red envelope in front of the person who 
gives it to you.

Hong Bao packets are also used during Chinese New Year as decoration on Chinese New 
Year flowers and plants in the home, or crafted into beautiful hand-made decorations.

Vivian Pan

07 4033 2058
463 Mulgrave Road,  
Earlville, Qld 4870

PAN’S ASIAN GROCERIESPAN’S ASIAN GROCERIES
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Lion Tales 
From Zhanjiang to Cairns
Lion tales is a cross cultural 
project giving new life to six 
old Chinese lions belonging to 
the Cairns & District Chinese 
Association Inc (CADCAI). These 
lions are part of a set of eight 
lions and one dragon which 
were originally from Zhanjiang, 
sister city to Cairns. They were 
acquired by CADCAI in 2005 from 
the Zhanjiang lion team who 
came at the invitation of the City 
of Cairns to participate at the 
Cairns Festival Parade. 

During the cultural exchange 
visit, the team trained with 
the CADCAI lion team. At the 
conclusion of the cultural 
exchange, CADCAI made 
arrangements to purchase the 
complete set from the Zhanjiang 

lion team. Since then, these 
lions have been used in many 
community celebrations and 
training sessions including many 
important occasions such as 
the annual Chinese New Year 
festival, dragon boat festival, 
mid-autumn festival, the 
2011 Australia China tourism 
summit and Cairns Sister City 
Celebrations.

After nearly 16 years of serving 
our community, many of these 
lions are in various stages of 
disrepair, so funding was sought 
from Flying Arts Alliance to 
repair and restore these lions 
to share their stories and the 
roles they play in iconic Chinese 
festivals and events. The repair 
and restoration work was done 

by CADCAI’s cultural coordinator, 
Lai Chu Chan and three local 
artists, Hayley Gillespie, Yixuan 
Ruan and Melanie Hava were 
commissioned to illustrate the 
lions in order to portray Chinese 
New Year, key Chinese festivals 
and paying respect to the land 
and traditional owners with the 
story of Chinese integration and 
interaction with First Nation 
Australians in Cairns and the Far 
North.

This project gives new life and 
purpose to CADCAI’s old lions 
so they can continue to serve 
the community and celebrate 
our rich history, culture and 
traditions and pay respect to the 
traditional owners of the land, 
past, present and future. 



Lion Tales 
Old Lions with a new purpose
A project funded by Flying Arts Alliance Regional Arts Fund
Designed to be used for 
competition, the Zhanjiang lions 
were compact, lightweight and 
strengthened by using light 
sequin fabric over a thin layer 
of paper mâché instead of the 
traditional larger lions with 
thick layers of paper mâché 
over bamboo frames. The fabric 
provided strength and structure 
to the lion head and instead 
of thick sheep fur, they were 
accessorised with lighter, feather 
fur strips. 

When a lion is acquired, it 
undergoes an eye-dotting 
awakening ceremony to “give 
it life”. During the restoration 
process, every effort was made 
to retain some of the original 
features including the eyes so 
we can see the fabric of our 
community and its celebrations 
through the eyes of the lions. 
Other features of the lions which 
were retained included the use 
of sequin fabric on the jaws and 
eyelids which were distinctive 
characteristics of this particular 
set of lions.

Since most of the lions were 
badly damaged, many of the 
bamboo strips in the frame were 
replaced and all the fur and trims 
were stripped so the structure of 
the lion could be strengthened 
and, in many cases, reinforced 
with cross-stitch netting to 
maintain its shape before layers 
of paper mâché could be applied. 
Once the head and ears were 
reconstructed, the lions were 
assigned to each of the three 
artists for illustration.

Upon completion of the artwork, 
coloured furs and lion accessories 
like beards and nose pom poms 
acquired from Zhanjiang, were 
used to complement the theme 
and colour schemes of each lion. 
Special trims were sewn onto 
coloured fur trims to bring out 
the special features around the 
nose, cheeks and horns. Red 
fur was used for the Chinese 
New Year lion to represent good 
luck, orange fur for the Chinese 
Zodiac lion to represent gold 
and prosperity for the lunar new 
year, yellow fur was chosen to 

represent the full moon of the 
mid-autumn festival, green fur 
represented the green leaves of 
the zongzi associated with the 
dragon boat festival while blue 
fur was used to represent the 
waters of the Great Barrier Reef 
and finally black fur was used to 
pay respect to the land and its 
animals, the black cockatoos, 
cassowary and tree kangaroo.

Each lion was custom-fitted with 
a collar with 5 coins representing 
the collaboration of Cairns & 
District Chinese Association Inc 
with the funding bodies and 
sister cities to complete the 
restoration. 



Lantern Festival

Date:   Saturday, 12 February
Time:   5.30-7.30pm  
 (Fireworks at 730pm)
Location:   Esplanade Lagoon  
 Plaza area

Marking the end of the Chinese New 
Year festivities, the lantern festival is 
celebrated on the 15th day with the 
colourful displays of lanterns and the 
eating of “tang yuen”.

Visit the CADCAI merchandise tent 
and purchase hand-held or floating 
lanterns, grab a dumpling then write 
your new year wishes and hopes on 
the lanterns. The lanterns will be 
release on restricted areas of the 
Lagoon to create a sea of lights.

Enjoy all the sights and sounds with 
performances by the CADCAI Lions 
and Dragon and much much more.  
Going out with a bang at 7:30 with a 
fireworks spectacular.







Warren
ENTSCH MP

Federal Member for Leichhardt

 200 Mulgrave Road, Westcourt QLD 4870  

 07 4051 2220    warren.entsch.mp@aph.gov.au

 warrenentsch.com.au    WarrenEntschMP

Authorised by W. Entsch, Liberal National Party of Queensland, 200 Mulgrave Road, Westcourt QLD 4870.



 

 

 



FUNDING PARTNERS

PRESENTED BY THE CAIRNS & DISTRICT CHINESE ASSOCIATION INC

cairnscars.com
courner of Lyons St & Mulgrave Rd        

EVENT PARTNERS

EVENT SUPPORTERS

PROGRAM SUPPORTERS

CADCAI SUPPORTERS

ROSA LEE LONG



CCC-01
Chinese Cultural Centre 

July 2019
Entry Courtyard View

www.cadcai.org.au     enquiries: info@cadcai.org.au

Queensland’s Gateway to the FNQ Chinese Heritage trail &
Centre of Excellence for the pursuit of contemporary 

and traditional Chinese arts


